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Why Deveron Gibbons
Lost The Race
And What It Means
For Those Who Won
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Community
Celebrates Labor
Day With Hope
For The Future

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

Kids enjoy water play over the holiday weekend

BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - The
employment rate is dismal and
many workers are filing for
unemployment benefits or
extension of benefits in order
to be abe to provide for themselves and family members.
But that didn't stop many
people from gathering with
family and friends to celebrate
the Labor Day Holiday
Monday, Sept. 7.
“If people are not working
now, they have worked before
and that's reason enough to
celebrate,” Jeff Walker states.
“I celebrate for my 82-yearold dad who won't be with us
today because of his disabilities. I take pride in enjoying
these days with my family and
friends.” Walker and nephew
Oran Walker, gathered at
Campbell Park to secure a
large covered pavillion for
their family's cook-out. Oran
Walker expressed concern
about the job market, but is

encouraged and suggests that
with faith and hope better
days will come.
Ac cording t o a rep o rt
titled “The State of Working
Florida,” issued by the Florida
Interna tional Un i v ers i t y
Center for Labor Research
and Studies, AfricanAmericans in Florida have, for
the first time, surpassed the
median wages for AfricanAmericans in the United
States as a whole. However,
the wage gap between
Americans of African decent
and Americans of European
decent has widened. For all
workers, wages are stagnant,
the cost of living has
increased and it is hard to find
a job that offers meaningful
wages.
But people are still optimistic about the labor market
and the economy in general.
Scott Dobbins and a large
ga thering of fam i l y an d
friends celebrated at the Dell
Holmes Park.

HOLIDAY

continued on pg. 4
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Deveron Gibbons

BY GYPSY GALLARDO
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

Deveron Gibbons was the
only African-American Mayoral
candidate on the ballot this year,
and there were many who
believed he had a genuine shot at
winning the Sept. 1 Primary. Not
only that, insiders were
convinced that Gibbons had a
plausible strategy for winning in
the General Election to become
the next mayor of St. Petersburg.

Kathleen Ford

The conventional wisdom
was that Gibbons was counting
on two base vote segments to
score a Primary victory: AfricanAmericans and Republicans.
After all, Gibbons was endorsed
by Republican Governor Charlie
Crist and backed by big-money
Republicans. Among black
voters, it bode well that Gibbons
was endorsed by over 40 AfricanAmerican clergy.
Yet Gibbons placed a distant
third in the Primary – six points
behind Kathleen Ford and nearly

eight behind Bill Foster – with
just over 19 percent of voters in
his corner. Not bad in a field of
ten candidates, but not nearly
enough to win.
The day after the election,
speculation ran hot that Gibbons
lost because “black folks didn’t
get out and vote.” The St. Pete
Times reinforced that misperception with its day-after analysis
asserting “Midtown Turnout
Low.” State Rep. Darryl Rouson
was quoted saying “Black folks
didn’t come out like they could

Bill Foster

have or they should have.”
But the reality is that black
voters carried their weight for the
Gibbons camp. Republicans did
not. The 30 precincts Gibbons
won were almost synonymous
with South St. Petersburg, which
houses over 80 percent of the
City’s African-American population.
Where he lost – and lost big –
was among Republicans. Despite

ELECTION
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FAMU President James H. Ammons

TALLAHASSEE - Florida
A & M U n i v e r s i t y ( FA M U )
President James H. Ammons
delivered the state of the university address to a packed crowd
with standing room only Jake
Gaither Gymnasium for the
first official convocation. His
message was clear: “Dare to be
Great.”
Larry
Robinson,
vice
president for research, set the
tone for the convocation by
introducing Ammons.
Robinson mentioned that
since Ammons’ arrival to
FAMU, he has been successful
in the reaffirmation of accreditation for the College of
Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical
Sciences and full-accreditation
of the College of Law. He also

noted that during his first year,
FAMU received its first unqualified audit in three years from
the Auditor General’ Office, and
admitted students to a new
doctoral program in physical
therapy.
Ammons opened his
address with a warm welcome
to the university community,
and reminded the audience of
the many accomplishments that
have taken place at FAMU since
his arrival in 2007 – restoring
the public’s faith; rectifying
business processes; completing
the process for SACS accreditation; the start of the new
Veterinarian
Technology

FAMU

continued on pg. 9
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We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

No Excuse For Gun Violence

BY JULIANNE
MALVEAUX
NNPA COLUMNIST

Jasmine Lynn, a Spelman
sophomore, was killed by a stray
bullet as she walked on the campus
of Clark Atlanta University Sept. 2
just after midnight. She was chatting
with friends not far from the place
where six shots were fired during a
fight at Clark Atlanta.
One of her friends heard the
gunshot, saw the weapon, and yelled
for Jasmine to get on the ground.
But as she moved to the ground she
was shot in the chest, and died
shortly thereafter.
The 19-year-old student from
Kansas City, Mo. is one of approximately 2,500 black youth 15-24
who die each year from gun
homicide. African-American youth
are more likely than any other group
of young people to be killed by
guns. In contrast 950 Hispanic youth
and 600 white youth die from gun
homicide. Can we really afford to
lose 2,500 young people each year
to this horrible violence? What are
we prepared to do about it? My heart
breaks for Jasmine’s family, and
also for the Spelman family who
gathered Thursday to mourn one of
their own. It is ironic that last week
was HBCU week. The commemoration was anchored with a presidential proclamation, and a conference that drew dozens of HBCU
president, including Spelman’s Dr.
Beverly Daniels Tatum, to
Washington, DC.

BY GEORGE ROWAN
AARP BOARD
MEMBER
NNPA SPECIAL
COMMENTARY

I cannot imagine Dr. Tatum’s
horror in leaving a dinner that celebrated HBCU’s and returning to a
campus tragedy. Of course,
Jasmine’s death is not only a
campus tragedy, because gun
homicide is so prevalent in our
community (with more than six
youngsters being shot each day), it is
an African-American tragedy, a
national tragedy. Jasmine, or
another young woman, could have
been shot almost anywhere.
Actually not almost anywhere;
she probably could not have been
shot in the lobby of an upscale hotel.
It is unlikely that she would have
been shot in a wealthy suburb of
Atlanta. People know better than to
bring guns to those places, and to
exchange shots in those places. But
in inner-city neighborhoods, it is
apparently okay to pull guns out,
regardless of what is going on
around you, and just shoot. Infants
have been killed by flying bullets.
Young girls sitting in their
aunt’s front room have had their
lives shortened by thugs who, on a
public street, decided to disregard
the vibrant neighborhood life
around them and have a shoot-out.
How many of us will get as
excited about gun violence as about
racist minutiae? How many of us are
actually willing to rail against the
guns that have seeped into the hands
of mostly young black men who are
costing us thousands of lives each
year. What do we lose when we lose
these lives? We lose scholars and
mothers, chemists and diplomats,

young people whose potential has
not yet been defined, potential
snuffed out because of gun violence.
As much as African-American
leaders rail about social ills, we must
rail about these guns that cut too
many lives short.
It is time to stop the socioeconomic litany of excuses to explain
high rates of crime in our
community, and especially the
senseless violence that costs us
10,000 lives every four years. It is
time for us to declare, in the most
emphatic terms, that this is behavior
that cannot be excused, cannot be
tolerated.
I am talking to myself as much
as to anyone when I say it is time to
draw a line in the sand with all of the
excuses that we make for folk who
choose, let me repeat, choose, to use
guns to resolve disputes, notwithstanding the innocent bystanders
who may be killed. We have all
heard it all — about the proliferation
of guns in our community, the escalation of violence, issues of “self
esteem”, and so on. Legislatively we
can fight to stop the proliferation of
guns, and we should fight the
National Rifle Association and all of
those folks who seem to want to
make firearms more readily accessible, regardless of the consequences.
Morally, however, we must say that
this violence is unacceptable, that
we have zero tolerance for it, and
that it must stop.
We talk lots about racial disparities — health disparities, economic
disparities, and other disparities, and

‘The Beauty Of Service’

The truest measure of our lives
is not the length of our days but how
deeply we touch the lives of others.
That is a lesson the AfricanAmerican community has always
taken to heart, whether it’s in our
churches, through sororities and fraternities, in all types of civic and
social organizations, or by simply
acting to help a neighbor or friend.
This ideal of service to others is
also a defining principle of AARP,
the 40 million member organization
for men and women who are 50plus. AARP was founded by a
retired high school principal, Dr.
Ethel Percy Andrus, with the motto,
“To serve, not to be served.” We
honor that commitment today by
connecting and engaging our
members in a wide range of opportunities to serve others.
Our Create the Good initiative
offers more than 250 ways to make a
difference through a range of
flexible, meaningful opportunities to

serve. Whether you have five
minutes, five hours, or five weeks,
there are ways for you to give back.
Create the Good can connect
you to Operation Energy Save,
where you get a toolkit to help
friends and neighbors save money
on their energy bills. You can use
your financial skills to help people in
need to prepare their taxes. Last
year, more than 34,000 AARP
Foundation Tax-Aide volunteers
helped nearly three million people
fill out their taxes. The efforts of
these committed individuals helped
to secure approximately $837
million in refund payments,
including—$187 million in Earned
Income Tax Credits — putting
money in the pockets of low- and
moderate-income people, with
special attention to those over 60.
There are many other ways to
get involved through AARP. You
can teach a driver safety course to
help people refresh their driving
skills. You can use our checklists to
assess a neighbor’s home for safety,
or use our web-based tools to help
someone in need file for public
benefits or plan for retirement. You
can help someone looking for work

The Weekly Challenger

to assess his or her skills, update a
resume, and prepare for interviews.
To learn more about ways you can
help, visit www.aarp.org/blackcommunity.
One of the great lessons we can
learn from service is a deeper understanding of how the generations are
connected
to
each
other.
As a former school principal, like
our founder, Dr. Andrus, I have a
special appreciation for those who
volunteer to help our schoolchildren
reach their potential in their studies
and in life.
AARP members are working to
improve their communities through
a wide range of activities in service
and civic engagement. They are contacting public officials on important
issues such as health care, housing,
mobility, energy prices and retirement security. More than nine
million are engaged through
AARP’s volunteer, donor, and
activist networks.
Friday, September 11 will be a
National Day of Service and
Remembrance, established by the
Kennedy Serve America Act. It will
be a Day of Service for AARP staff
and volunteers as we reflect upon

we can get very detailed about the
ways these disparities affect our
community. Here’s a disparity — an
African-American youth is 18 times
more likely to die in a firearms
homicide than a white youth. And
for every youngster killed by a gun
four are injured.
Indeed, one of the young people
walking with Jasmine Lynn was
struck in the wrist by another of the
stray bullets. Firearms rank as the
leading cause of death for black
youth. If we believe our rhetoric that
children are our future, then we
ought to do something about gun
violence, especially gun violence
among young people.
Many young people are organizing to educate themselves and
each other about the heavy toll of
violence. Last year, two students at
North Carolina A&T State
University were killed in random
violence.
The student body presidents of
North Carolina A&T and the
University of North Carolina at
Greensboro joined with Bennett
College student body president
Mesha White to lead hundreds of
their peers through downtown
Greensboro in a stop the violence
rally. I was proud of our students for
taking a stand, but now seasoned
leaders must lend them both a hand
and strong voices to say “enough.”
Not just because of Jasmine Lynn;
because of 2,500 a year. Because
this violence is corrosive and
enough is enough.

the horrible events of that day eight
years ago and rededicate ourselves
to reaching out to others and fulfilling our country’s promise.
Getting engaged to improve the
life of someone else can bring a new
sense of purpose to our own life.
Studies have shown that volunteering not only helps the person being
served but also has a positive effect
on the health and well-being of the
volunteer.
“Life is not a spectator sport,”
Jackie Robinson said. “If you’re
going to spend your whole life in the
grandstand just watching what goes
on, in my opinion you’re wasting
your life.”
A man born just over 40 years
after Jackie Robinson—Barack
Obama—put it this way when he
signed into law the Kennedy Serve
America Act last April.
“All that’s required on your part
is a willingness to make a difference,” President Obama said.
“That is, after all, the beauty of
service. Anyone can do it.”
The beauty indeed; anyone can
do it and everyone can benefit when
we open our hearts and extend the
hand of service.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A Letter To The Editor
From NAACP President,
Ray Tampa

Letter to the Editor:

Pinellas County residents,
please picture this:
Our district is ranked dead
last in terms of high school
graduation rates. The Pinellas
Education foundation once
suggested that the majority of
our high schools are “drop-out
factories.” Black males are
failing to graduate at a
whopping rate of 79 percent
(roughly 8 out of 10).
Yet, our superintendent,

Julie Janssen, had the audacity
to tell parents it is okay to have
their kids opt-out of viewing the
White House’s webcast, rather
than listen to the President of the
United States speak about educational excellence, responsibility and staying in school.
Mind blowing, to say the
least.
What is not okay is that Dr.
Janssen gets a free pass on this
stance. She needs to be held
accountable for this non-sense.
Too, it is not okay that not one

board member weighed in on
this matter. We need to
remember the “opt-out” concept
when it comes time to vote.
Ray Tampa, President
St. Petersburg NAACP

Progress Energy Named To
Dow Jones Sustainability
Index For 5th Straight Year

For the fifth year in a row,
Progress Energy (NYSE: PGN)
has been named to the Dow
Jones Sustainability North
America Index, which lists
companies that lead their industries in managing economic,
environmental and social issues.
Launched in 1999, the Dow
Jones Sustainability Index
(DJSI) tracks the financial performance of the leading sustaina b i l i ty- dr iven compa nies
worldwide. In selecting the top
performers in each business
s e c t o r, D J S I r e v i e w e d
companies on several general
and industry-specific topics,
including corporate governance,

environmental policy, climate
strategy, employee development
and labor practices. For more
information on DJSI, please
visit www.su s t ai n ab i l i t y indexes.com.
“To be recognized as a
leader in implementing business
stra te gies th at g ro w o u r
company and protect the environment is a significant accomplishment,” said Bill Johnson,
chairman, president and chief
executive officer of Progress
Energy. “At Progress Energy,
we know that our business
success is tied to the sustainability of our operations and the
vitality of the communities we

Earth Mission
Ministries Kingdom
Development Training

serve. We are continuing to
implement a balanced energy
strategy – focusing on efficiency, alternative energy sources
and state-of-the-art plants – in
meeting our region’s needs
reliably and responsibly, today
and in the future.”
Progress Energy (NYSE:
P GN), h ead q u art ered i n
Raleigh, N.C., is a Fortune 500
energy company with more than
22,000 megawatts of generation
capacity and $9 billion in annual
revenues. Progress Energy
includes two major electric
utilities that serve approximately 3.1 million customers in the
Carolinas and Florida.

Left to right, bottom row: Sis. Deborah Y. Smith, Evangelist S. Kimberly Miller, Mrs. Keisha
Watson-Long, Rev. Dr. Deborah R. Green, Sis. Rosa S. Jones, Evangelist Katrina P. Peak and
Rev, Natalyn P. Hill. Left to right, top row: Pastor Abram Miller and Pastor Robert L. Peak

Earth Mission Ministries
continues to implement structured
programs to assist the Tampa Bay
community. In 2008 one year after
the passing of its founder Rev. Dr.
Constance D. Samuels, Earth
Mission Ministries took a new
direction. Now with Rev. Dr.
Deborah Green the only daughter
of Rev. Samuels as the new
President/CEO, her first order of
business was to obtain an employment placement contract with the
Florida Division of Vocational
Rehabilitation. This contract
provides job readiness skills, job
placement and job retention for 90
days to individuals with disabilities. These services are offered to
an y i n t e r e s t e d c o m m u n i t y
members. The services are being
extended in the: Pinellas,
Manatee, Sarasota, Hillsborough,
Harnando, and Pasco Counties.
In January 2009, Earth
Mission presented another service
to the community. An eight-week
certificate earned free course

entitled Kingdom Development.
Earth Mission graduated eleven
students in its first session. The
course studies includes:
- The Holy Spirit Guides the
Kingdom
- There is a Purpose for the
Kingdom
- Who Is the Kingdom’s
Watchman
- There is Liberty in the
Kingdom
- Giving to the Kingdom
- Baptism is a Holy Ceremony
of the Kingdom
- Prayer is our Connection to
the Kingdom
- The Holy Communion is a
Sacred Ceremony of the Kingdom.
This curriculum has been
created specifically for church
leaders to obtain foundational
instruction on how to administer
sound leadership while assisting
in the development of the
Kingdom of God. Instructors
include Rev. Dr. Deborah R.
Green - C.E.O. of Earth Mission

Ministries and Pastor Robert L.
Peak - Senior Pastor of Mt.
Calvary M.B. Church.
Earth Mission graduated six
students this second session:
Evangelist Katrina P. Peak – Mt.
Calvary M.B. Church; Sister Rose
S. Jones – Friendship M.B.
Church; Evangelist S. Kimberly
Miller – Strong Tower Center of
Deliverance Ministries; Rev.
Natalyn P. Hill – Earth Mission
Ministries, Sister Deborah Y.
Smith – Strong Tower Center of
Deliverance Ministries; Keisha
Long-Watson – Stewart Isom
Memorial C.M.E. Church.
The next eight-week class
will be offered Sept. 14-Nov. 2,
every Monday night starting at
6:00. The class will be hosted by:
S t r o n g To w e r C e n t e r o f
Deliverance Ministries, Inc.,
Pastor Abram Miller Senior Pastor and Founder, 1103
34th St. S., St. Petersburg, FL
33711, 727-821-9472, earthmission@yahoo.com.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
By: Cherin L. Stover

What If?
Job Related Questions During an Economic Downturn
In today’s economy, many people may be
having difficult times financially. There can be a
tax impact to events such as job loss, debt forgiveness or tapping a retirement fund. If your
income decreased, you may be newly eligible
for certain tax credits, such as the Earned
Income Tax Credit. Most importantly, if you
believe you may have trouble paying your tax
bill, contact the IRS immediately. There are
steps the IRS can take to help ease the burden.
You should always file a tax return on time, even
if you are unable to pay, so you can avoid additional penalties.
It’s important to know answers to some
‘What if ’ questions and their possible tax
impact:
What if my income declines?
There are many tax credits that are subject to
income limitations. If you had a reduction in
income during the year, you may be eligible for
some credits or deductions. For example, the
Earned Income Tax Credit is available for
working families and individuals. Eligibility is
determined by income and family size. You
must file an income tax return in order to claim
EITC. Visit www.irs.gov, keywords 1040
Central, for more information on EITC, other
tax credits and tax law changes.
What if I lose my job?
The loss of a job may create new tax issues.
Severance pay is taxable. Payments for any
accumulated vacation or sick time are also
taxable. You should ensure that enough taxes are
withheld from these payments or make
estimated tax payments to avoid a big bill at tax
time. Public assistance and food stamps are not
taxable. The IRS has a helpful publication which
lists a number of job-loss related tax issues. For
more information, see Publication 4128, Tax
Impact of Job Loss.
What if I receive unemployment compensation?
Unemployment compensation you received
under the unemployment compensation laws of
the United States or of a state must be included
in your income. It is taxable income. If you
received unemployment compensation, you
should receive Form 1099-G showing the
amount you were paid and any federal income
tax you elected to have withheld. For more
information, see Publication 525, Taxable and
Nontaxable Income.
NOTE: The American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act temporarily changed the
taxation of unemployment benefits in 2009. The
first $2,400 of unemployment benefits received
in 2009 is tax free. Any amount over $2,400 will

be subject to federal income tax. Individuals
who receive unemployment benefits this year
should check their withholding to ensure they
are not having unnecessary tax withheld. IRS
News Release 2009-29 has more detail on this
provision.
What if I am searching for a new job?
You may be able to deduct certain expenses
you incur while looking for a new job, even if
you do not get a new job. Expenses may include
travel, resume and placement agency fees. For
more information, see Publication 529,
Miscellaneous Deductions. Moving costs for a
new job at least 50 miles away from your home
may also be deductible.
What if my employer goes out of business
or into bankruptcy?
Your employer must provide you with a
Form W-2 showing your wages and withholdings by January 31 of the following year. You
should keep u-to-date records or pay stubs until
you receive your Form W-2. If your employer or
its representatives fails to provide you with a
Form W-2 by Feb. 15, contact the IRS. IRS can
help by providing you with a substitute Form W2. If your employer is liquidating your 401 (k)
plan, you have 60 days to roll it over to another
qualified retirement plan or IRA. For more
information, see Publication 4128, Tax Impact
of Job Loss.
What if I close my own business?
If your business is no longer operating, you
still are responsible for filing all required tax
returns for your business by the due dates. In
addition, if you had employees, you must file all
required employment tax returns, including
Forms 940, 941, 943 or 944. Both business and
employment taxes should be paid when due.
But, if you are not able to pay in full, contact IRS
immediately to discuss your options. For more
information, visit www.irs.gov, keywords
Starting, Operating or Closing a Business.
Resources
Online: Visit www.irs.gov for the most upto-date tax products and information. By phone,
call IRS Tax Help Line at 1-800-829-1040 or
IRS Forms & Publications at 1-800-829-3676.
The Wealth Building Coalition of Pinellas
County promotes community awareness of the
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and free tax
preparation for working families and individuals. Its mission is to promote and expand
economic and asset-building opportunities for
low and moderate income households throughout Pinellas County. The Wealth Building
Coalition is supported by JWB Children’s
Services Council and The Weekly Challenger.

First ‘Bank On’ Program
In Florida Is Launched
In St. Petersburg

The first ‘Bank On’
program in Florida designed to
help people who are not
current bank customers or
have a troubled banking
history achieve financial
stability by opening and
managing a bank account is
underway in St. Petersburg.
The Bank on St. Pete initiative
offers members of the city’s
unbanked population specially
designed financial products
that encourage them to deposit
the money usually spent on
fees at the check casher into a
low or no cost checking
account and begin to save for
the future.
Bank on St. Pete offers
people the ability to save as
much as $40 per paycheck, in
some cases, in check cashing
fees or up to $40,000 over
their lifetime, by utilizing one
of these special accounts.
Account features include:
- No or low opening
deposits
- No or low monthly maintenance fees
- No minimum monthly
balances
- Direct deposit of
paychecks or monthly benefit
checks
- Free ATM/debit cards
- Access to online banking,
bill pay and money transfers
Participants in Bank on St.
Pete also have access to
financial education, including
learning how to budget,
paying bills on time, or saving
for a car or their first home.
Plus, your money is always
available, it’s easy to access, is
insured and safe from theft or
natural disasters.
“The Bank on St. Pete
program has the potential of
elevating thousands of St.

HOLIDAY

continued from front page
“This has been a tough
year and you must get out with
family and friends and
celebrate,” Dobbins states.
“The economy is going to get
better.”
In the community signs of
hope can be observed as
workers at car washes could be
seen working on Labor Day; a

Petersburg’s
families
by
br i n g i n g t h e m i n t o t h e
financial mainstream and
helping them keep more of the
money they have earned,” said
St. Petersburg City Council
Member Karl Nurse. Nurse
became aware of the ‘Bank
On’ program while attending a
National League of Cities conferences last year and believed
St. Petersburg would greatly
benefit from its own program.
St. Petersburg is the first of
eight cities selected to participate in the second phase of the
nationwide National League
of Cities initiative and the first
in Florida to launch its own
Bank On program.
A joint effort between the
City of St. Petersburg,
t h e We a l t h B u i l d i n g
Coalition/Pinellas Prosperity
Campaign, the Federal
Reserve Bank, Project
Prosper, the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation
(FDIC), and the National
League of Cities, Bank on St.
Pete has also partnered with
14 financial institutions representing 40 local banks or
credit union branches, as well
as various community nonprofit organizations who will
assist in providing financial
education and outreach to
enrollees.
“I am especially pleased
with the way city government,
re p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m t h e
St . P e t e r s b u rg f i n a n c i a l
community and social service
organizations have joined
forces to give our unbanked
citizens the chance to get on
the road to financial freedom,”
said Mayor Rick Baker. “Bank
on St. Pete is a wonderful
opportunity for those individuals toward taking the first

steps toward a strong financial
future.”
Approximately 18,300 St.
Petersburg households do not
use
traditional
banking
methods, instead relying on
check cashers or other
resources due to fears of maintaining a minimum account
balance, a lack of understanding of available financial
products, or mismanagement
of past accounts. Banks and
credit unions were selected on
their ability to service
customers who have never had
a bank account, as well as
those with a troubled history.
The Bank on St. Pete
Se c o n d C h a n c e p r o g r a m
allows individuals with a
troubled banking past to open
accounts after attending a
series of financial education
classes, which will equip them
with the tools to manage their
account properly and move on
to other financial products.
“This program provides a
tremendous opportunity for
cities to engage their citizens
in an effort to build assets and
create
financially
stable
households,” said Kathleen M.
Novak, president, National
League of Cities, Mayor,
Northglenn, Colorado. “The
opportunities this program
provides are critical to
enhancing the broader
economic vitality of cities.”
More information on the
products and services offered
by Bank on St. Pete, including
a list of participating
banks and credit union
locations, is available at:
www.BankOnStPete.org or by
calling 2-1-1.
CONTACT: Andrea Falvey,
City of St. Petersburg 727893-7035

GTE Credit Union is being
built; and a new Job Corp
Center is slated to open soon
in the Urban Center of the city.
For many the day is a day
to honor the ancestors who
established The Labor Day
holiday, which is a f e d e r a l
h o l i d a y observed on the
first Monday in September.
The holiday originated in 1882
as the Central Labor Union (of
New York City) sought to

create “a d a y o ff f o r t h e
working
citizens.”
Congress made Labor Day a
federal holiday in 1894 and all
fifty states have made it a state
holiday.
“This is a celebration
about hard working men and
women that started a long time
ago,” Anthony Faxon states.
“It's another chance for family
and friends to get together and
have a good time.”

DEADLINE TO REGISTER APPROACHING!
Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars
Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Ray Arsenault To Moderate
Candidate Forum

Ray
Arsenault
will
moderate a candidate forum
including
St
Petersburg
Mayoral Candidates Kathleen
Ford and Bill Foster, City
Council District 5 – Steve
Kornell and Angela Rouson,
City Council District 6 – Karl
Nurse and Vel Thompson at
Lakewood
High
School
Auditorium, 1400 54th Ave.S,
St Petersburg, FL 33705,
Wednesday, Sept. 23 at 7:00
p.m.
Hosted by South Pinellas

Area Neighborhoods (SPAN), a
working collaboration between
community
groups
that
represent the interests of St
Petersburg
and
Pinellas
County’s southernmost neighborhoods. We represent nearly
10,000 households and are
dedicated to improving and
promoting neighborhood spirit,
economic development and a
positive image for the area
south of Lake Maggiore by representing our neighborhoods
through unified communica-

tions.
We are: Lakewood Estates
Civic Association, Greater
Pinellas
Point
Civic
Association, Coquina Key
Neighborhood
Association,
Maximo
Moorings
Civic
Association and Broadwater
Civic Association.
Raymond Arsenault is the
John Hope Franklin Professor
of Southern History and CoDirector of the Florida Studies
Program at the University of
South Florida St. Petersburg,

where he has taught since 1980.
A specialist in the political,
social,
and
environmental
history of the American South,
he is author of the well
respected and authoritative
book detailing the history of our
community, St. Petersburg and
the Florida Dream, 1888-1950.
For further details, or to
suggest questions for the candidates, email: Chris Kelly
CPeterKelly@gmail.com
or
Judy
Ellis
at
JEllis5610@tampabay.rr.com.

Housing Authorities
Establish Partnership, Savings
ST.
PETERSBURG,
FLORIDA – The St. Petersburg
Housing Authority (SPHA) and
the Dunedin Housing Authority
(DHA) have embarked on a
partnership to share resources as
part of an interlocal agreement
under SPHA’s Economies of
Scale (EOS) program.
“I think it is a very, very
great opportunity for the two
housing authorities to work
together and to grow stronger,
while saving money through
economies of scale and serving
both communities to a greater
degree,” says Dr. Arnett Smith,
SPHA board chairman.
At their regular meeting
Aug. 27, the SPHA Board of
Commission accepted DHA’s
request for SPHA to provide
executive management services
and operations oversight. DHA

will pay SPHA an annual compensation of $50,000 for the
services.
David Kelly, DHA board
chairman, says, “I am excited
about the opportunity to have
both housing authorities work
together to achieve our goals.”
DHA previously had a
similar,
long-standing
agreement with the Pinellas
County Housing Authority
(PCHA), but terminated that
agreement in August.
The Economies of Scale
(EOS) program, introduced by
SPHA in 2004, is a collaborative effort between several local
housing authorities to efficiently provide housing services to
residents while simultaneously
saving money for taxpayers and
the participating agencies. This
model realizes savings by cost

sharing in human resources,
purchasing, information technology, training, and management and maintenance operations. The savings are used to
offset loss of federal funding, to
improve assets and programs
and as capital in the acquisition
or development of affordable
housing. Independent board
action by resolution is required
by the respective boards of
commissioners in order to enact
interlocal agreements.
In September 2008, the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD)
awarded SPHA with a Best
Practices award for the EOS
program, among other achievements.
About
St.
Petersburg
Housing Authority (SPHA):
The St. Petersburg Housing

Authority (SPHA) is a public
body corporate that has a 70year history of developing and
administering
affordable
housing programs in the city of
St. Petersburg. Consistently
scored as a “High Performer”
on U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD)
assessments, SPHA provides
housing assistance to more than
3,400 families residing in St.
Petersburg. The authority has
received national awards and
recognition for its innovative
programs,
including
the
Economies of Scale program,
the Jordan Park HOPE VI redevelopment program, the Section
3 program and the Fraud
Recovery program. More information about the authority’s
programs and services can be
found at www.stpeteha.org.

COMPANION PLANS
Individual Life Insurance Policies Designed to Cover Final Expenses

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age or health as long
as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need a loan for any reason.
•Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to the beneficiary.
Speak with James Reed at Senior Life Services today!

Call 813-405-5520

www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents

KAIETEUR GARDEN
1717 16th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
877-646-2317
afaxxy40729@yahoo.com

Courtesy of

Saturday, Sept. 12 - AIDS Walk St. Petersburg 2009,
North Shore Park. Intersection of 12th Ave. N, and
North Shore Dr. 5K or 3.1 Miles around beautiful
Downtown St. Petersburg and Old North East.
Registration 8a.m. Walk Starts 10 a.m. Tampa Bay's
own Double M Band, Righteously Outrageous Twirling
Corp (ROTC) and the St. Pete Twirling Project will
perform. Awareness walk, 100 percent of money
raised will remain in Pinellas County serving
c l i e n t s i n f e c t e d a n d a ff e c t e d b y H I V / A I D S .
www.AIDSwalkstpetersburg.org or 727-523-2437.

Saturday, Sept. 12 - Saturday Antiques and Green
Market, Central Ave. and 13th St. N. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Variety of produce, gourmet foods and baked goods,
local artists, gift vendors and musical entertainment.
www.gasplant-antiques.com or 727-895-0368.
Saturday, Sept. 12- Saturday Summer Market,
Progress Energy Center for the Arts, Mahaffey Theater
Parking Garage. 400 1st St. S. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Vendors offer fresh produce, gourmet foods, baked
goods, plants and flowers, featuring local artist, live
music, organic growers and green products. Relax
and enjoy a delightful afternoon in the shade of the
garage and the cool breezes from the waterfront.
www.saturdaymorningmarket.com
Sunday, Sept. 13 - Music Fest on the Water: Jazz
Performer, The Pier, 800 2nd Ave. N.E. 1 to 4 p.m.
Relax by the water and enjoy the melodies of local
musicians. www.stpetepier.com or 727-821-6443.

Thursday, Sept. 17 - City Budget Hearing, City Hall,
Council Chambers, 175 5th St. N. 6 p.m. The
proposed 2010 St. Petersburg city budget and any
proposed reductions will be heard at this forum
meeting. Council members will hear public input on
next year's projected spending plan, which includes an
anticipated $15-20 million general fund shortfall and
additional budget reductions. The forum will be
televised live on St. Pete TV, Channel 35; Knology
cable channel 15; Brighthouse cable channel 615 or
Verizon FiOs channel 20. During this meeting, the
budget and tax rate is expected to get final approval,
along with the Capital Spending Plan. For more information on the city budget or the public forums, visit
www.stpete.org/budget or contact the City Clerk. 727893-7448.
Tuesday and Thursday, Sept. 15 and 17 - Walk On
the Wild Side: Evening Fitness Walk, Boyd Hill Nature
Preserve, 1101 Country Club Way S. 6 to 7 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Join Holly Harriman, a
Neuromuscular Massage Therapist, on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 6 to 7 p.m. in a 45 minute walk
designed for the working professional to work on the
stiffness that comes from sitting or standing too long.
Walk includes warm-up and cool down. $4 each day.
www.stpete.org/boyd or 727-893-7326.

CLASSIFIED

St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlawfirm.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

Come in and taste Guyanese style

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

Raymond Tampa
REALTOR®
Tropical Realty
2331 4th Street N., St. Petersburg, FL 33704
Ofc 727 822-8686 Fax 727 895-3221
Cell 727 520-4787 rtampa001@tampabay.rr.com
RTampa.prudentialtropical.com
An independently owned and operated member of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

H E L P WA N T E D - I N D E P E N D E N T A D V E R T I S I N G
REPRESENTATIVES - The Weekly Challenger Newspaper is currently seeking success motivated self-starters with the desire to
grow in the fast paced field of marketing. Candidates requires
excellent organizational skills, must be a team player with a can-do
attitude. Sales representatives are also responsible for developing
sales tools, promotional plans, and media kits, which they use to
help make the sale. Successful sales experience and the ability to
communicate effectively. Courses in marketing, leadership, communication, business, and advertising are helpful. To apply forward
resume by email to generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com.
For additional information call 727-896-2922. Performance-based
commissions and bonuses. Equal Opportunity Employer.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.
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More Than Barbecue, Cookouts,
And A Day Off From Work!

Most of us just experienced a holiday that we
all probably benefited from and have no idea why
we celebrate it. Labor Day was Monday Sept.7.
Birthed from the creation of the labor
movement that was dedicated to economic and
social achievements it’s held the first Monday of
September. It focused on the contributions workers
have made to strength, prosperity, and the wellbeing of our country.
There is still some doubt to who first proposed
the holiday for workers. Some history suggest that
Peter McGuire, general secretary of the
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners and cofounder of the American Federation of Labor was
the founder. Others believe that Matthew Maguire,
a machinist founded the holiday in 1882 while
serving as secretary of the Central Labor Union in
New York.
The Central Labor Union adopted a Labor Day
proposal and appointed a committee to plan a
demonstration and picnic. The first Labor Day
holiday was celebrated Tuesday, Sept. 5, 1882, in
New York City. The second Labor Day holiday
convened a year later, Sept. 5, 1883. In 1884, the
first Monday, in September was selected as the
holiday, as originally proposed, and the Central
Labor Union urged similar organizations in other
cities to follow the example of New York and
celebrate a “workingman’s holiday” on that date.
This idea spread rapidly as the labor organizations grew. In 1885, Labor Day was celebrated in
many industrial centers of the country. The first
governmental recognition came through municipal
ordinances passed during 1885 and 1886. The first
state bill was introduced into the New York legislature, but Oregon passed the first law on Feb.21,
1887. Colorado, Massachusetts, New Jersey, and

You Are Invited!
Personal Beauty Day Spa Experience
In fact you have a choice of four
Pampering Parties each month to receive your

Complimentary Satin Spa Facial
Saturday, September 12 and 26
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Monday, September 14 and 21
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Call for Reservations

Limited Space
R.S.V.P. by calling Dianne Speights
Independent Sales Director
727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621
Relax, Enjoy and Be Pampered!
Enter a drawing for a Mary Kay Pampering Gift Basket -

a value of over $100!
Refreshments will be served.

Creal Funeral
Home

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

Serving the community since 1950
State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan

PLEASE
SUPPORT
OUR
ADVERTISERS

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service
Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

“It’s all taken care of”

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for – it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings – What a peace of
mind.

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO

ELECTION

continued from front page
the fact that Gibbons is a prolific
fundraiser for the Republican
Party, he didn’t win a single one
of the City’s 20 majorityRepublican precincts. Bill Foster
– who is also Republican - won
19 of the 20, with over six times
more votes than Gibbons.
Here’s a recap of where
Gibbons won and lost, and what
it means for the two remaining
candidates.
Midtown’s Voter Turnout:
Midtown’s voter turnout ran
neck-and-neck with the City as a
whole; more Midtown voters
cast their ballot in 2009 than in
2001.
Although the St. Pete Times
reported Sept. 2, “Midtown
Turnout Low,” Midtown’s
turnout ran neck-and-neck with
other parts of the City.
Compared to the City’s 23
percent turnout, Midtown
charted a 23 percent precinct
average turnout. In the 30
precincts Gibbons won, overall
turnout was 22 percent.
Midtown had a higher ratio
of precincts that charted higherthan-average turnout: 50 percent
of Midtown precincts had
turnout rates higher than the
City’s average 23 percent;
elsewhere in the City, only 38
percent of precincts had higherthan-average turnout.
More of Midtown’s voters
cast their ballot in the 2009
Primary than in 2001: 8,433 in
2009 versus 8,190 in 2001.
Whereas Midtown’s vote count
increased by 3 percent over
2001, the vote count for the rest
of the City dropped by 2.6

New York created the Labor Day holiday legislative enactment. By 1894, Connecticut, Nebraska,
and Pennsylvania adopted the holiday as well. By
1894, 23 states had implemented the holiday in
honor of workers. Finally, June 28 of 1894,
Congress passed an act making the first Monday in
September of every year a legal holiday in the
District of Columbia and the territories.
The Labor Day holiday celebrations
commenced with street parades followed by a
festival for recreation and amusement of the
workers and their families. This was the general
pattern for the Labor Celebrations. Later,
prominent speakers both male and female were
incorporated addressing both economic and civic
importance of the holiday. The character of the
Labor Day celebration has gone through a change
recently, especially in large industrial centers where
mass displays and huge parades have presented
problems. This change was for the good. Now,
Labor Day addresses are given by officials, industrialist, educators, clerics and governmental
officials, and they are given wide media coverage
via television, radio, and newspapers. The significant force of labor added to the highest standard of
living and the greatest production ever known to
the world.
So as we reflect on Labor Day, let us remember
that it’s more than just barbecue, cookouts, and a
day off! It is an appropriate time for the nation to
pay tribute to the creator of so much of our nation’s
strength, freedom and leadership. Who is it? The
answer is the American worker who labors
everyday for ourselves, family and our country.
Thank you for reading, and I hope you have
enjoyed your time OUT&ABOUT W/Steve.

percent.
Who Midtown Voted For:
Gibbons carried all but one
of the City’s majority-black
voting precincts. Kathleen Ford
won a distant second place.
The 30 precincts Gibbons
won were almost synonymous
with the area called South St.
Petersburg, inclusive of the
communities known as
Midtown, Childs Park, Lake
Maggiore, Coquina Key, and
Lakewood Estates.
Of the 30 precincts Gibbons
carried, 26 of them are majorityblack. Within those 30, AfricanAmericans make up 68 percent
of registered voters.
Gibbons carried 96 percent
of the City’s majority-black
precincts (26 of the 27). None of
the candidates in the 2001
Primary Election came close to
that level of black support:
Omali Yeshitela won 15 of the
Midtown precincts, while Larry
Williams won 6, and Maria
Scruggs-Weston and Karl Nurse
carried 1 precinct each.
Within the 30 precincts
Gibbons won, he took 57.2
percent of the vote, while Ford
won 12.4 percent and Foster
took 10.8 percent.
Where Gibbons lost:
African-Americans pulled
their weight for the Gibbons
camp; Republicans did not.
Gibbons was counting on
two base vote segments to place
him in the Nov. 3 run-off:
African-Americans and
Republicans.
It’s safe to conclude that
African-American voters carried
Gibbons to his third place
position. Although voter history
data on black voter turnout are

not yet available for the 2009
Primary, over two-thirds of registered voters in the 30 precincts
won by Gibbons are AfricanAmerican (68 percent).
If Gibbons’ black vote count
was proportionate to the percentage of African-American voters
in precincts where Gibbons
faired well, then 70 percent of
Gibbons votes were cast by
African-Americans.
What that suggests is that a
maximum of only 5 percent
o f t h e C i t y ’s r e g i s t e r e d
Republicans supported Gibbons
for Mayor.
What it means for the two
remaining Candidates:
Black voters can be decisive
in the Nov. 3 General Election.
The two remaining candidates – Kathleen Ford and Bill
Foster – are already courting
Gibbons’ support in what
promises to be a very close race.
Neither Ford nor Foster
scored big with Midtown voters
in the Primary. Neither has a reputation for being attuned to
issues that disproportionately
impact African-Americans.
Yet, Ford and Foster ran so
close in the Primary (Ford with
9,406 votes and Foster with
9,897), that African-American
voters have a chance to make or
break either candidate. What
that means for black voters is
that we have a real chance to
hold the next Mayor accountable
to making progress on key
issues.
For more on this analysis,
contact Gypsy Gallardo
at 727-866-0873 or at
reachout@powerbrokermagazine.com.

BLACK HISTORY
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“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Harriet E. Wilson

Gettin’ It Together!

In my last Jazz Jamm
article, I wrote about the jam
session held at the new restaurant in town, Chenele’s. After
the article was published, I felt
as though I may have shortchanged those of you who might
be interested in knowing where
other jam sessions are held.
Thus, this article will speak
about “Gettin’ It Together” at a
couple of other jam sessions that
are held here in St. Petersburg or
close proximity.
In addition to covering other
jam sessions, this article will
also briefly touch upon jam
session essentials that everyone
should be familiar with. It is
very important to understand
just how a particular jam session
operates, so you won’t feel
uncomfortable or be selfconscious.
Let’s start with jazz
drummer Don Capone’s jam
session held at Lenny’s Latin
Café, 1906 56th St. N., Temple
Terrace on each Wednesday of
the week from 7-10 p.m.
Supporting the Jammers is a
rhythm section comprised of
Capone on drums, Andrew
Allen, keyboards, and Florian
Visan on the bass. Capone says
that the only requirements are
that you sign-in on the sign-up
sheet, providing your name,
email address and the name of
the tune that you wish to
perform.
Lenny’s Latin Café allows
customers to BYOB (Bring
Your Own Bottle.) Of course,
the cuisine served is basically
Latin, such as Palomilla steaks,
assorted Cuban sandwiches and
beverages, and a Cuban coffee
called Café’ Con Leche.
Here in St. Petersburg, the
Al Downing Tampa Bay Jazz
Association has been hosting a
bi-weekly jam session for
quite awhile. Held at Chappy’s
Louisiana Kitchen, 247 Central
Ave., on the first and third

Monday of each month from 810 p.m., there are only a few
stated requirements. Bette
Gregg, President of ADTBJA,
says that they encourage high
school and college students to
come out to hone their skills.
She states that it is a great
opportunity for the young
musicians to perform along side
of seasoned veterans. Their supporting rhythm section varies
each week.
Also, at the same Chappy’s
Louisiana Kitchen, familiar jazz
musician
and
community
resident Henry Ashwood hosts an
alterna tive j am s es s i o n
Wednesday of each week. It
begins at 9 p.m. and ends at
midnight. The first set of the
evening is usually Ashwood on
alto or soprano saxophone, Kevin
Wilder on keyboards, and Fred
Edinburgh on drums. They ask
only that any musician/ vocalist
sitting in know the tune they want
to play and the key it’s in.
Along with a variety of
beverages, Chappy’s Louisiana
Kitchen serves up a tasty Cajun
and Creole cuisine, such as
seafood gumbo, blackened
grouper, Andouilli sausage and
peppers, shrimp Creole, Bayou
shrimp and much more.
The following rules of
thumb that you may want to
know before you venture out to
sit-in on a jam session for the
first time are included for your
information. For instance, after
you locate what you think is the
right jam session for you, it’s
always a good idea to check it
out at least once or twice before
showing up with your horn.
During your first visits, meet
and talk with musicians and
patrons. This is a way you can
learn some of the do’s and
don’ts of the jam.
Take note of the names of
the tunes that the musicians are
playing. Usually, the same tunes
are played, and with a list you

can focus and practice those
tunes before joining in on the
jam. Prepare yourself to perform
by practicing the tune or tunes
that you intend to play. If it’s
your first time out, I suggest that
you tackle only one tune, and
learn that one tune from top to
bottom, inside and out.
Try to arrive at the jam
session early. Introduce yourself
to other musicians who might be
there also to play. If the opportunity arises, introduce yourself to
the leader of the rhythm section,
and let him know that you
would like to sit-in.
By all means, be patient!
There’s always the possibility
that even though you’ve taken
the time to “prepare” to play,
you may not be asked to play for
awhile, if at all. Usually,
musicians who are “regulars”
will receive partisan treatment,
and be allowed to play first.
Unless, you have a reputation of
being a “great” player,
newcomers will often be called
upon to play later in the set.
Keep in mind that the players do
not know how well you play, so
it behooves you to be gracious
and professional. Once on stage,
regardless of what happens, you
should at all times remain professional. What others do on
stage that demonstrates unprofessional conduct that’s their
business. Don’t you be
concerned about correcting
them; it’s not your job. In the
early stages of your playing,
you’re trying to build and
maintain your own reputation.
Hope this information helps
you in sitting-in on a jam session.
“Break A Leg!”
Much success to you!
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear
from YOU! Mail your comments
to Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o
The Weekly Challenger, 2500
ML King St., S., St. Petersburg,
FL 33705.
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Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

Harriet E. Wilson (March 15,
1825 – June 28, 1900) is traditionally considered the first female
African-American novelist as well
as the first African-American of any
gender to publish a novel on the
North American continent. Her
novel “Our Nig” was published in
1859 and rediscovered in 1982.
“Our Nig” illustrates the
injustice of indentured servitude in
the antebellum northern United
States. The novel fell into obscurity
soon after its publication. In 1982, it
achieved national attention when it
was rediscovered by professor
Henry Louis Gates, Jr..
In 2006, William L. Andrews,
an English literature professor at the
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill, and Mitch Kachun, a
history professor at Western
Michigan University, brought to
light Julia C. Collins' “The Curse of
Caste;” or “The Slave Bride” (1865).
Maintaining that “Our Nig” is more
autobiography than fiction, they
argue that “The Curse of Caste”
should be considered the first fully
fictional novel by an AfricanAmerican to be published in the U.S.
However, a number of novels and
other works of fiction of the period
were in some part based on real-life
events or could somehow be considered autobiographical - some titles
include Fanny Fern's “Ruth Hall”;
Louisa May Alcott's “Little
Women”; or even Hannah Webster

Foster's “The Coquette” (1797). The
first known novel by an AfricanAmerican is William Wells Brown's
“Clotel”; or, “The President's
Daughter,” originally published in
the United Kingdom.
On September 29, 1870, Harriet
Wilson married John Gallatin
Robinson in Boston, Massachusetts.
Robinson, an apothecary, was a
native of Canada, having been born
in Sherbrooke, Quebec. Robinson
was of English and German
ancestry; he was also almost
eighteen years Harriet Wilson's
junior. They resided at 46 Carver
Street between 1870 and 1877 when
they appear to have separated. City
directories after that date show both
Wilson and Robinson in separate
lodgings in Boston's South End. No
record has been found of a divorce,
but divorces were infrequent.
From 1867 to 1897, Mrs. Hattie
E. Wilson was listed in the Banner of
Light as a trance reader and lecturer.
She was active in the local
Spiritualist community, and she
would give "lectures", either while
entranced, or speaking normally,
wherever she was wanted. She spoke
at camp meetings, in theaters, and in
private homes throughout New
England; she shared the podium
with such stalwarts as Victoria
Woodhull and Andrew Jackson
Davis. She traveled as far as Chicago
as a delegate to the American
Association of Spiritualists convention in 1870.
Mrs. Wilson delivered lectures
on labor reform, and children's
education; although the texts of her
talks have not survived, newspaper
reports imply that she often spoke
about her life experiences, providing
sometimes trenchant and often
humorous commentary.
Closer to home, Hattie Wilson
was active in the organization and

Alexander Twilight

Alexander Lucius Twilight
(1795-1857), born free in Vermont,
was the first black to earn a
bachelor's degree from an American
college or university, at Middlebury
College, Vermont. An educator,
minister and politician, he was
licensed as a Congregational
preacher, and worked in ministry
and education all his career. In 1829
Twilight became principal of the
Orleans County Grammar School.
There he designed and built
Athenian Hall, the first granite
public building in the state. In 1836
he was the first African-American
elected to public office as a state
legislator, serving in the Vermont
General Assembly.
His house and Athenian Hall
are included in the Brownington

Village Historic District, listed on
the National Register of Historic
Places (NRHP).
Twilight studied for the
ministry with the Congregational
Church and served several
Congregational churches. His
career was in ministry and
education, fields which were considered closely allied.
In 1829 Twilight was hired as
principal of the Orleans County,
Vermont Grammar School in
Brownington, Vermont, the only
secondary school in a two-county
area. He also served as minister of
the Congregational Church. He
built a house for him and his family
shortly after arrival, which still
stands.
Wanting to ensure a place for
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students from out of town, from
1834-1836 Twilight designed,
raised funds for, and had built a
massive four-story granite building
which he called Athenian Hall. The
first granite public building in
Vermont, it served as a dormitory
for the co-educational school, also
known as the Brownington
Academy. Both buildings are today
part of a recognized National
Historic District.
In 1836, Twilight was elected
to the Vermont General Assembly,
becoming the first AfricanAmerican to be elected to a state
legislature.
After his death in June 19,
1857, Twilight was buried in the
churchyard in Brownington.
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maintenance of Children's
P r o g r e s s i v e Ly c e u m s , t h e
Spiritualist church equivalent to
Sunday Schools; she organized
Christmas celebrations; she participated in skits and playlets; at
meetings she sometime sang as part
of a quartet; she was also known for
her floral centerpieces and the
candies and confectioneries she
would make for the children were
long remembered.
When she was not pursuing
activities,
Hattie
Spiritualistic
Wilson was employed as a nurse and
healer (clairvoyant physician). For
nearly 20 years from 1879 to 1897,
she was the housekeeper of a boardinghouse in a two-story dwelling at
15 Village Street (near the present
corner of Dover [now East Berkeley
Street] and Tremont Streets in the
South End.) She rented out rooms,
collected rents and provided basic
maintenance.
Despite Wilson's active and
fruitful life after “Our Nig”, there is
no evidence that she ever wrote
anything else for publication.
On June 28, 1900, Hattie E.
Wilson died in the Quincy Hospital
in Quincy, Massachusetts. She was
buried in the Cobb family plot in that
town's Mount Wollaston Cemetery.
Her plot number is listed as 1337,
"old section."
At Wilson's death, her estranged
husband Robinson, describing
himself as a “capitalist”, was living
in the town of Pembroke,
Massachusetts with a twenty-fouryear-old woman named Izah Nellie
Moore. Two years later they
married..
The Harriet Wilson Project of
Milford has raised funds to place the
Harriet E. Wilson Memorial Statue
in the town's Bicentennial Park. It
was unveiled November 4, 2006 .
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Lions Choose Stafford As Starter

Matthew Stafford

ALLEN PARK, Mich. (AP) M a t t hew Staff or d won the
L i o n s ' q u a r t e r b a c k d e r b y.
Daunte Culpepper didn't lose the
job.
That's what Detroit's new
coach, Jim Schwartz, emphasized Monday when he made the
No. 1 overall draft pick from
Georgia the starter for Sunday in
New Orleans, when the Lions
try to win for the first time in 21
months.
“I've had a lot of very tough
decisions in the last few days
guys making the 53-man roster
or not making it but none more
difficult than at quarterback,” he
said. “We announced to our
team this morning that Matt
St a ffor d is going to be our
starting quarterback.”
Schwartz felt Stafford and
Culpepper played well in
training camp and the preseason,

as did third-stringer Drew
Stanton before sustaining a knee
injury.
“I'm very, very comfortable
with the quarterback position
here, not just one and two, but
also three,” Schwartz said.
“What ma de t h i s d eci s i o n
difficult was that I think we can
win with Daunte Culpepper, I
think we can with Matt Stafford,
and I think we can win with
Drew Stanton.”
One of th e fact o rs t h at
he lped Sc hw art z m ak e h i s
decision was the 21-year-old
rookie's chemistry with Detroit's
biggest offe n s i v e weap o n ,
Calvin Johnson.
“I think he had 15 snaps in
the preseason with Calvin, and
you could already see what was
possible there,” Schwartz said.
“The big plays were always
there.”
Stafford said that while he
always believed he would win
the job, he didn't know for sure
until Monday morning.
“I definitely thought I was
going to be the guy, but as competitive as Daunte is, I'm sure he
thought he was going to be the
guy, too,” he s ai d . “C o ach
S chwa rtz c al l ed m e i n t h i s
morning and told me, and I went
out and practiced with the first

team. That was exciting.”
Even though he'll be starting
in his NFL debut for a team
coming off the first 0-16 season
in NFL history, Stafford wasn't
going to lower expectations for
himself.
“I'm going to try to win
football games,” he said. “I
think, just like everyone else on
this team, that we can go out on
Sunday and be competitive
against the Saints and give
ourselves a chance to win the
game. That's our job.”
While Schwartz repeatedly
mentioned his comfort with the
possibility of having to play
Culpepper, he stressed that
Stafford was not going to be on a
short leash.
“This isn't an internship,” he
said. “This isn't a trial basis. He's
our starting quarterback. We
said that, to win the job, he had
to be ready, and he had to be our
best quarterback, and that's what
he has shown.”
Stafford is happy to know
that, but doesn't want to take
advantage of the situation.
“I don't want to go out there
and see how many mistakes it
takes to change his mind,” he
said with a laugh. “I've had
successes and failures in my
career and in this preseason, but

I feel like I know this offense
very well and I'm ready to go out
and win games.”
Culpepper didn't speak to
the media his usual decision but
Stafford isn't worried about a
problem with their relationship.
“I'm sure it is tough for him,
but Daunte's been great for me
and he will continue to be,” he
said. “I can't think of a better
guy to learn from and to have in
my corner.”
Schwartz also praised
Culpepper.
“Daunte Culpepper is back
there's no doubt in my mind and
there's no doubt around this
league,” he said. “He's going to
be back as a starting quarterback
in this league, and with a high
level of success.”
Lions center Dominic
Raiola, who was also the starter
when Detroit's previous firstround quarterback began his
career, doesn't see many comparisons between Stafford and
Joey Harrington.
“I don't want to talk about
the past, but they are totally
different,” he said. “I don't even
look at Matt as a rookie any
more, the way he's progressed
through training camp and the
preseason. I'm very confident
with him back there.”

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS:

The Bucs (0-0) will host the Dallas Cowboys (0-0) Sunday Sept. 13 at 1:00 p.m.

Vikings' Williamses
Can Play In Week 1

Pat and Kevin Williams

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) Minnesota Vikings defensive
tackles Kevin and Pat Williams
can play in Sunday's season
opener at Cleveland, regardless of what happens with their
court case against the NFL.
The Williamses, who aren't
related, are challenging fourgame suspensions handed
do w n b y t h e l e a g u e f o r
violating its drug policy last
summer.
The case is still tied up in
court, but NFL spokesman
Greg Aiello said Tuesday the
suspensions will not begin this
weekend in any event.
Neither player is accused
of using steroids, but they
acknowledge taking the overthe-counter weight-loss supplement StarCaps. The supplement's label didn't list that
StarCaps contained the prescription diuretic bumetanide,
which is banned by the NFL
because it can mask the

Bucs Claim 2 Off
Waivers; Fill Out
Practice Squad

Broncos QB Orton Tests Injured Finger
For First Time Since Being Hurt

Kyle Orton

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. (AP)
The Denver Broncos might have
s o l v e d one of their many
m y s t e r i e s Tu e s d a y a f t e r
watching Kyle Orton take snaps,
cleanly hand off the ball and
complete passes at practice for
the first time since the quarterback sliced open his right index
finger nine days earlier.
"It was obvious today that he
c o u l d do it all," B roncos
offensive coordinator Mike
McCoy said.
Orton wore a glove on his
throwing hand and thin gauze
and tape on his injured finger to
protect the dislocated knuckle
that poked through the skin
during the Broncos' third
preseason game.
"Obviously, there's a little
bit of restriction for a quarterback when you've got something
on your hand. But for the most
part everything was clean," firsty e a r Denver co a ch Josh
McDaniels said. "Hopefully
everybody that was out there
today will be ready to go on
Sunday."
McDaniels said the deter-

mining factor on Orton's status
will be "a combination of the
healing process and then how
effective he can be. If he's able
to be the most effective guy
we've got, then certainly he'll
play."
If Orton has a setback, Chris
Simms, who returned to practice
Sunday after suffering a high
ankle sprain, would start in the
season opener against the
Cincinnati Bengals.
During the 20 minutes the
media were allowed to watch the
workout, Orton threw accurate,
short passes in warm-up drills
and also handed off the ball with
his right hand without any
apparent problems. The media
was escorted out of the practice
facility before the Broncos
began the team portion of their
workout and weren't allowed
access to players once practice
was over.
Orton declined to comment
before practice. He's scheduled
to speak with the media
Wednesday, another sign the
Broncos expect him to start.
Simms said the smart money
certainly was on Orton.
"Yeah, I expect Kyle to be
ready," he said. "He's a competitor, he's a tough guy."
Still, Orton's injury could
force some changes in the playcalling in McDaniels' headcoaching debut.
"Yeah, a finger's tough,"
Simms said. "I know I've dislocated my finger a few times, and
it's your moneymaker. You need

your hands to throw that ball.
So, if you're not feeling right
there, it takes a little getting used
to, but I think he'll be OK."
The other big question surrounding the Broncos is whether
Brandon Marshall will continue
to be a headache or resume his
role as the team's top wide
receiver.
Marshall was reinstated
Sunday after being suspended
Aug. 28 for detrimental conduct
stemming from insubordinate
actions during practice, and
M cDan i el s h as s ai d h e'l l
entertain an escalating scale of
discipline for the Pro Bowl wide
receiver if his misbehavior
continues.
However, McDaniels said
Marshall has displayed a great
attitude and work ethic since
returning to the team.
Marshall, who has clashed
with the Broncos since they
rebuffed his overtures for a new
contract and didn't act on his
request for a trade, participated
in just a handful of offseason
practices. Despite that,
McDaniels suggested Marshall
could make a significant contribution against the Bengals.
"Look, he's a good football
player, and if he's ready to go
and we go through this week of
practice and we feel like that's
the direction that we should play
on Sunday, then certainly we all
know what he can do as a
football player," McDaniels
said. "It's a matter of getting
acclimated to enough of the

game plan and him understanding what's going on, but we'll see
as we go through the week."
McDaniels said he's had
multiple meetings with Marshall
since his suspension was lifted
"and we're looking forward to
moving past this. He's out there
practicing hard, and that's what
we're looking for."
Asked to describe their relationship now, McDaniels said:
"We have a good relationship.
He comes here, he goes to work.
I coach him, I try to teach him as
much as I can. He's working
hard on the field."
Marshall
declined
to
comment as he darted in and out
of the locker room during the
media access period.
Marshall's teammates said
they welcomed back the playmaking wide receiver and are
willing to let last month's selfish
actions slide if he can stay
focused on team goals and not
his own agenda.
"There's not too many
receivers that looks like he does
in the league," Simms said. "He
can bring confidence to an
offense in a hurry. He's a special
athlete."
Wide receiver Brandon
Stokley said Marshall's dramafilled offseason that culminated
in his suspension didn't affect
the team's chemistry.
"He made one mistake and
now we're all ready to just move
on from that," Stokley said.
"And we all look forward to a
great season from him."

Have any questions or comments
about TWC Sports? Please Email us at

sports@theweeklychallenger.com

presence of steroids.
The NFL, the Williamses
and
the
NFL
Players
Association are all challenging
parts of a federal judge's May
ruling that dismissed some of
the players' claims against the
league but allowed others to go
forward in state court in
Minnesota. Those proceedings, in Hennepin County
District Court, are on hold, and
an injunction against the suspensions remains in place until
the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals resolves the federal
appeals.
The 8th Circuit heard oral
arguments Aug. 18 and would
have to rule this week if it
wants to do so before the
regular season begins.
The NFL had wanted to
enforce the suspensions for the
first four games, but Aiello
said that won't happen at least
with the season opener.
"The NFL actually has no
choice," said Peter Ginsberg,
an attorney for the Williamses.
"A M i n n e s o t a c o u r t h a s
enjoined the NFL from suspending Kevin and Pat while
we await a decision from the
8th Circuit."
Vikings spokesman Bob
Hagan said the team wouldn't
have any comment until coach
Brad Childress speaks after
practice Wednesday.

TAMPA (AP) - The Tampa
Ba y B u c c a n e e r s claimed
defensive end Maurice Evans and
cornerback William Middleton
off waivers and re-signed
seven players who were with
the team during training camp
to the practice squad.
The moves Sunday came a
day after Evans was cut by the
New York
Giants
and
Middleton was released by the
Atlanta Falcons. They fill two
openings on the active roster,
which was trimmed to 51

1
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6
7
8
9
10
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12
13

players on Saturday.
Cornerback Kyle Arrington,
receiver Patrick Carter, defensive
tackle Rashaad Duncan, running
back Kareem Huggins, tackle
James Lee, tight end Ryan
Purvis and receiver Mario
Urrutia were signed to the
practice squad. All of the
players had been released by
the Bucs on Saturday.
The club has one
remaining spot to fill on the
practice squad.

NCAA Football
AP Top 25

Florida (56) ........1-0
Texas (2).............1-0
USC....................1-0
Alabama (2)........1-0
Ok. State ............1-0
Mississippi .........1-0
Penn State...........1-0
Ohio State...........1-0
BYU ...................1-0
California ...........1-0
LSU ....................1-0
Boise State..........1-0
Oklahoma ...........0-1

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Virginia Tech ......0-1
Georgia Tech ......1-0
TCU....................0-0
Utah....................1-0
Notre Dame ........1-0
UNC ..................1-0
Miami (FL).........1-0
Georgia...............0-1
Nebraska.............1-0
Cincinnati ...........1-0
Kansas ................1-0
Missouri .............1-0
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NATIONAL NEWS

STATE NEWS

Meek Hails Historical
Significance Of Virginia Key
Beach Park Of Miami

Barack Can’t Speak
To School Children? Why?

WASHINGTON, DC – U.S.
Representative Kendrick B.
Meek released the following
statement regarding House
Resolution 361, which recognizes the historical significance
of Virginia Key Beach Park of
Miami:
“Today, I rise in support of
House Resolution 361, which
recognizes the historical significance of the Virginia Key Beach
Park of Miami, Florida. This
Re so lution r ecog niz es the
im p o r tance of a park that
despite being born through the
scourge of segregation grew to
become an important part of
South Florida culture. This
park, which is now on the
National Register of Historic
P l a c e s and has a F lorida
Historical Marker, has a unique
importance to South Florida and
I commend my colleague, Rep.
Ros-Lehtinen for introducing
and bringing this Resolution to
the floor. I am honored to be the
lead Democratic cosponsor on
this Resolution.”
“From 1945 until 1982,
Virginia Key Beach played an
important role in the lives of
South Floridians. In 1962,
Virginia Key Park was created

for African-Americans, who
had no place where ‘colored’
pe ople cou l d en j o y t h e
legendary beaches along and in
the waters of Biscayne Bay and
the Atlantic Ocean. Through
the hard work of many,
including Lawson B. Thomas
and then-County Commissioner
Charles H. Crandon, Virginia
Ke y P ark wa s creat ed an d
quickly became a popular place
of rec re ation fo r Afri can Americans.”
“By 1962, desegregation led
to widespread enjoyment of
beautiful Virginia Key Park.
Unfortunately, without the
support that the park enjoyed
before desegregation and with
the City of Miami unprepared
for the costs of maintaining the
park, the park closed in 1982
and an important part of South
Florida history was lost.”
“But the African American
community never forgot the
park and its role to the
community. By 1990, the City
of Miami Commission established the Virginia Key Beach
Park Trust to restore, reopen,
and preserve the site for public
use. The late community leader
M. Athalie Range worked dili-

Rep. Kendrick B. Meek

gently to save Virginia Key
Beach Park from the grasp of
developers, and deliver it back
to the people.”
“I applaud the efforts of
Rep. Ros-Lehtinen in recognizing the cultural importance of
Virginia Key Park and honoring
efforts of those community
leaders like M. Athalie Range
an d m y m o t h er, fo rm erRep res en t at i v e M eek , t o
preserve our South Floridian
cultural heritage.”
U. S . R ep . Ken d ri ck B .
Meek represents the 17th
C o n g res s i o n al Di s t ri ct o f
Florida which includes parts of
M i am i -Dad e an d B ro ward
Counties. He serves as the lone
Florida Democrat sitting on the
House Committee on Ways and
Means.

Swine Flu: Myth Or Reality?

BY SAEED SHABAZZ
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE AMSTERDAM
NEWS

NEW YORK (NNPA) - The
pundits believed that Mayor
Michael Bloomberg would not
reveal his new “Swine Flu Plan”
until the first day of school, but
he fooled them by announcing
the plan Sept. 1.
The mayor said that schools
are to be kept open and only
closed as a last resort and that
free flu mist and flu shots would
be made available to all elementary school students through
their schools. Bloomberg’s plan
calls for posting daily news concerning the flu on a new
influenza web portal. The city
a l so plans to launc h a n
influenza-prevention campaign.
Ever since news reached
America back in April about a
new virus called the “swine flu”
(H1N1), there has been a panic.
Companies making surgical
masks said they couldn’t fill
orders fast enough; vaccine production went into full-speed
ahead, costing billions; and now
there’s a videogame known as
“The Great Flu Game.”
According to the Associated
Press, game is free and may be
found at www.thegreatflu.com.
The U.S. public has been
bombarded with scary messages
from news organizations such as
the AP, such as when they
reported at the beginning of the
H1N1 outbreak in Mexico, after
only 152 deaths, that it was “the
epicenter of the outbreak.”
The Drudge Report stated there
was a “cough fear” emanating in
America from the new virus.
Observers said the outbreak of
swine flu news coverage was
more severe than the outbreak of
the disease. Last, but not least,
the federal government has
released public service
announcements about the threat
posed by H1N1.
The same observers say they
fear the public will be over-

whelmed with information on
H1N1 and will go through battle
fatigue trying to weed through
propaganda and misinformation,
which could develop a level of
complacency.
And as we know in the Big
Apple, there is never time for
complacency. The Gotham
Gazette reported Aug. 17 that
private schools and public
schools are to implement new
procedures on how students are
to handle the ever-present possibility of contracting H1N1. One
of the procedures may entail
students washing their hands
s e v e r a l t i m e s a d a y.
Some activists say the city is
putting a band-aid on the
problem. Rudolph Muhammad,
co-founder of Care Unit 911, a
community-based preparedness
coalition and a member of the
disaster preparedness network
that comes under the Greater
Red Cross of New York, says
that the bottom line, whether the
city is ready with a plan or not—
the straight nuts and bolts—is
H1N1 “is for real!”
“The mystery for the
everyday person is how far it has
spread, and also not knowing
that the symptoms are already
here because they believe that
that simple runny nose or cough
went away when they used
regular, over-t h e-co u n t er
remedies,” Muhammad told the
AmNews. One might remember
that the national H1N1/swine flu
scourge that hit the U.S. in April
started at St. Francis Prep in
Queens. Then according to the
Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) in Atlanta, 1 million
Americans became infected and
47 died.
Councilman Eric Gioia (DQueens), a candidate for public
advocate, said that the city
making information available to
parents and educators is a very
important step. “I’m happy that
the city appears to have taken to
heart the lessons learned from
the spring,” he said. The city
closed 57 schools, 27 of them in

Queens.
The CDC reported that there
were 43,771 cases reported from
April 15-July 24 in the U.S. and
that 5,011 people were hospitalized with 302 deaths. The largest
age group impacted fell in the
range of 25 to 49 years old at 41
percent.
On April 26, the Obama
administration declared a public
health emergency.
In New York City, the
Department of Health reported
in June that 500,000 “may” have
been infected, with 804 hospital
visits and 32 deaths.
On June 11, the World
Health Organization raised the
world- wide pandemic level to
its highest category, Phase 6,
after 70 nations reported H1N1
cases. By June 19, all 50 states,
including the District of
Columbia, Puerto Rico and the
U.S. Virgin Islands, reported
that the new disease had hit their
citizens.
Muhammad was invited to a
very significant conference
sponsored by the Metropolitan
College of New York on August
6 in Brooklyn’s Borough Hall.
He said the event was specifically for the faith community to
inform them of the H1N1 virus
and its ramifications.
What was really revealed,
according to Muhammad, was
that no matter what faith, the
average head of a parish, church,
mosque or synagogue hasn’t a
clue to what is really going on
with H1N1 and how to prepare
their congregants.
Muhammad
says
that
September is National Disaster
Preparedness Month and every
religious organization in the city
should hold some type of
program during the month to get
information to their members.
He has also made himself
available to AmNews readers
who have concerns and need
information. Call at (347) 8700721 or send e-mails to
rtmuhammad@msn.com.

BY RON WALTERS
NNPA COLUMNIST

President Barack Obama
wanted to do what he and his
staff probably thought was an
innocuous and very positive
gesture – send a message to
school kids at their institutions
that it was a good thing for them
to study hard and stay in school
because their future and the
future of the nation depended on
it. The uproar that this has
caused has also shocked and
embarrassed many people who
do not understand why the
President of the United States
cannot even deliver such a
positive message to children
without the hard politicization of
the event. This is telling because
it again reflects the politicized
environment in which he wants
to attempt to bring the country
together. This environment not
only poisons simple projects like
this, but larger ones such as his
health care plan. Why?
I wrote some time ago that
blacks would have some difficulty determining when the opposition to Barack Obama was based
on his policies and when it was
based on his race. When some of
those officials who have opposed
him delivering a message to their
schools attempt to justify it, they
do not say that it is because he is
a black man, but because it
would be an inopportune day,
since it falls on the opening day
of school. Others have said that
they received many messages
from parents complaining that
they do not want their children
subject to “Socialists message”

FAMU

continued from front page
program; and student achievement across campus.
“But, truthfully, these were
all fleeting headlines – merely
mementoes in the big scheme
of things,” Ammons said.
Ammons used four fading
magazine covers that hang
proudly in Lee Hall, which
featured some of FAMU’s
greatest achievements as an
example. Each of those
magazine covers were once
bright, fresh, new and chronicled a time when FAMU
conquered new territory.
“But, the stark reality is
these images are fading and it’s
time for a new era of
greatness,” Ammons said.
“New trends in higher
education are impacting the
rankings that once made
FAMU a leader.”
Ammons said that FAMU
must adjust to meet the needs
of a new generation, or like the
images, FAMU will fade. In
order to do that, FAMU must
become concerned with the
preservation process — those
things that will sustain the
institution over time.
“If we are concerned with
the substance of preserving
excellence in all things at the
U n i v e r s i t y, t h e n i t w i l l
stimulate progress in times
such as these,” Ammons said.
“It is time for FAMU to awake
from the comfort of her great
past and lead.”
Ammons urged faculty to
use the “Stimulus Fund” link
provided on the main page of
the FAMU website to obtain
funds to deliver additional
services and programs that can
sustain and preserve our vision
of being a premier university.
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from this president.
I think that what some of it
amounts to is that culture often
trumps politics. I will never
forget that when Ronald Reagan
came into the White House, he
was able to get away with
proposing measures in opposition to the existing Civil Rights
culture and for that he was
regarded as a “Teflon” president.
Things didn’t stick to him both
because he was perceived to be
on the right side of the issues by
the public and the media, but also
because he was perceived culturally as a father figure.
It is normal for many in the
majority to conceive of it as
natural that the head of state
should represent them politically
and culturally and when he
doesn’t – on either account – they
push back. The cultural question
here is that Obama is obviously a
black president in a white
majority country and as such,
somewhat out of sync culturally
with their origins and their
groups' social processes.
That complicates for them
the extent to which he is
perceived as someone who has
cultural authority over their lives.
It was different when he chided
black males to be morally
responsible and to take care of
their families, because whites
perceive of him acting in a
natural role as the top political
figure in the black community
and delivering a cultural message
of which they approved. But
when he tries to deliver messages
relating to white culture it is
rejected by many, witness the
firestorm over his view that

economic resentment often
pushes people to move closer to
God and their guns.
Schools are uniquely cultural
institutions and many whites left
schools that were open to blacks
because they did not want to
associate with them culturally
and socially. They attempt to
control much of the social and
cultural context within which
their schools seek to educate
their children. They attempt to
control the content of text books
and the leadership structure of
the schools. This, is the source of
the segregated academies, home
schooling, and now the charter
schools and private schools
which foster a brand of social
segregation.
To the extent that race is a
cornerstone of the segregation of
black children from whites, it’s
most surely a staple of the
judgment of white parents who
oppose not only what they think
may be the message of Barack’s
speech, but a voice they do not
consider culturally legitimate
delivering it.
Indeed, much of the subterranean conflict over the
proposals of the Obama administration does not derive from their
objective substance, but from the
question of whether he has the
legitimacy to make them.
Authority is a source of legitimacy and insofar as Obama’s
authority comes from his
election as the President, it has
given him some political legitimacy. But the sources of legitimacy are often more complex,
sometimes buried deep in the
culture.

According to Ammons, this
cannot happen if faculty and
the administration do not collaborate and compete.
He also thanked President
Barack Obama, Florida
Governor Charlie Crist and the
state legislature for providing
FAMU with $8 million.
Ammons also mentioned
U.S. healthcare reform and the
absence of minority voices. He
urged and challenged the
FAMU School of Allied Health
Sciences to inform the
community about the issue.
“Hold campus forums on
this issue, challenge your peers
at other HBCUs to do the
same, invite scholars from this
campus and this community to
speak,” he said. “Draft your
solutions and text, tweet, or
email them to elected officials
here, in your hometowns, and
Remember,
in Washington.
we must be the change we
want to see. Likewise, rather
than ranting and raving, our
forum must be the voices of
change that we want to hear!”
According to Ammons,
strengthening the academic
core values, and increasing our
scholarship and research while
inspiring students to become
the change agents that the
world needs and will stimulate
a n d p r e s e r v e FA M U ’s
greatness. His vision is to
make FAMU one of the nation
premier doctoral research institutions.
To do his part, Ammons
said he will work to improve
the student experience;
develop distance-learning
programs; increase private and
research dollars; partner with
major corporations; promote
the university internationally;
develop a School of Dentistry;
and embark on a rigorous

fundraiser for FAMU athletics.
Ammons asked the
audience to review the updated
FAMU strategic plan – which
covers the next decade, 2020,
with a long-range view to 2050
– and provide feedback.
According to Ammons, the
plan discusses how FAMU will
create a 21st century living and
learning community that
produces global leaders and
change agents. It also provides
strategies for attaining excellence in processes and procedures; focuses on FAMU’s
n e e d t o b e e ff i c i e n t a n d
effective in the management of
fiscal resources; and promotes
internationalism and inclusiveness.
Ammons also made sure
the packed gym knew of the
potential threat posed by
the H1N1 influenza virus.
Ammons said that FAMU will
provide regular updates and
preventive measures on the
campus website that students
can access from the home
page.
Ammons closed with
words from the late Sen.
Edward “Teddy” Kennedy:
“The work goes on, the cause
endures, the hope still lives, and
the dreams shall never die.”
Gaither gym roared with
excitement in response to
Ammons words.
Following the keynote
address, Robinson introduced
the FAMU community to its
new professors. Julian White,
Ph.D. introduced the Marching
“100” and the “Presidential
Ten” drum majors. Joe Taylor,
head football coach, introduced the coaching staff and
the Rattler Football team to the
university community. The
convocation concluded with
the singing of the alma mater.
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).............................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed) ..................................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Queen Street

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church Of God In Christ

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

(727) 896-4356

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

Trinity Presbyterian Church
2830 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
727-327-8590

Email: trinityp@tampabay.rr.com
pastorwoods07@yahoo.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study – Wednesday – 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion Every First Sunday

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Mission Statement

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Call Today 727-896-2922

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH CAN
BE LISTED HERE

1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Church School..................................................8:00 a.m.
Early Morning ..................................................9:30 a.m.
Wed. Mid-week Family Night Bible Study .....7:00 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Alfonso Woods,
Pastor

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

REV. WAYNE G.
THOMPSON, PASTOR

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!
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THE ROCK

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Schedule of Services

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

A Discipleship Making Community

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

Friendship

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

“God’s House In The City”
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Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church
Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

5315 28th Avenue South
Gulfport, Florida
727-744-3589

Wednesday Night Bible Study ........................7:00 pm
Bible Study Location: 5004 Tangerine Ave. So., Gulfport

Sunday School ............................................... 9:30 am
Sunday Worship Service ...............................11:00 am
(1st thru 4th Sundays)

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“ I m p a c t t h e Wo r l d
b y Equipping Believers to Reach
the Lost with the Gospel of Jesus
Christ”

MID-WEEK DEVOTION
The community is invited to join
us for Mid-Week Devotion held every
Wednesday, from Noon to 12:30, in
the main sanctuary.
MT. ZION HUMAN SERVICES
TUTORING PROGRAM
Mt. Zion Human Services is
offering a FREE tutoring program to

students that qualify under the SES
program, through Pinellas County
Schools. We are also offering other
students tutoring in our voluntary
Reading and Math Enhancement
programs. FMI: Pat Fried or Doris
Newton at 822-0443.
C.A.R.E., Choosing Addiction
Recovery Efforts
C.A.R.E. is a faith based support
group for substance abuse. It merges
practical wisdom, with effective ways
to master the traditional 12-step

program, which also acknowledges
the Lord Jesus Christ as the first and
foremost highest power. Meetings are
held every Tuesday evening at 6 at
1906 at 9th Ave. S. The third Tuesday
of each month is earmarked to assist
young adults (16-25) on their personal
road to recovery. FMI call Rev. Keith
or Jewel Murphy 894-2595
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church is located at 955 20th
Street South; Ph.894-4311.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church

“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE
HOPE”
Our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend
Carlos L. Senior and the New Hope
Church family invite you to study and
worship with us whenever our doors
are open. See the ad for times of
worship.
German Gospel Choir at “The
Hope” Sunday, Sept. 20, 10:30 a.m.
Service. The Spirit of Joy from
Meerbusch, Germany combined with
the Sweet Chariot Gospel Choir from
Dusseldorf, Germany will unite under
the direction of Angelika Rehagg to
minister gospel music.

Founded in 1997, these two choirs
have been exclusively performing and
ministering gospel music throughout
Germany and the United States.
Singing with all their hearts, they have
been able to spread the power of the
Gospel and spread a spirit of worship
that has not been experienced before
in their homeland. About seventy
singers will be at New Hope as they
journey to discover the roots and spirit
of modern-day black gospel music.
UPCOMING EVENTS
“GIVE A HOLY TEMPLE TO A
HOLY GOD” (For further information, call 727-896-5228)

PASTOR’S “SIXTH” ANNIVERSARY. Wednesday, Sept. 16. “Dinner
with First Lady Chantell” 7:00 p.m. –
Sam Seltzer’s Steakhouse
Thursday, Sept. 17. Galilee
Missionary Baptist Church, Rev.
Earnest Jones, Pastor
Friday, Sept. 18. Second Shiloh
Missionary Baptist Church, Sanford,
FL, Rev. Marvin Scott, Pastor
Sunday, Sept. 20. 10:30 a.m. –
Rev. Chico Dials; 4:00 p.m. –
Friendship M. B. Church, Dr. John A.
Evans, Pastor.
“”The highest knowledge is the
knowledge of GOD.”

Prayer Tower COGIC

Prayer Tower COGIC Missionary
Society Presents … Annual Night In
White. “Salvation Is Free, But The
Anointing Cost You Something” Sept.
20, 4:30 pm.

Guest Speaker: Missionary Kay
Francis Glenn, College Hill COGIC.
Guest Musical Group: The New
Gospel Commandoes.
Prayer Tower Church of God in

Christ. Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor,
President: Missionary Elaine Murray,
Church Mother: Mother Mattie
Skinner. 1137 37th St. S., St.
Petersburg, 33711.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
“God’s House in the City” under the leadership of our soldier of the cross, and
drum major for justice, Dr Rickey L.
Houston, extend an invitation to the
community to join us as we communicate
Gods’ Word at 10:00 a.m. worship
service on Sunday, Sunday School at
9:00 a.m. and Bible Study and Teen
Summit on Wednesday evening, at 7:00.
We also encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line. (727-3219645)
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary

Baptist Church is committed to a Christcentered,
People-centered,
Teamcentered and Bible-based ministry; with
priorities focused on Love, Forgiveness,
Unity, Peace and Growth. We celebrate in
worship, we care for one another, we
cultivate the fullest spiritual life possible
both individually and corporately; and
we communicate God's truth at every
opportunity. Living out these priorities
results in a kaleidoscope of ministries at
Bethel Metropolitan for all ages and
interests.
Bethel Metropolitan is celebrating its

106th Anniversary this year. On Saturday
Sept. 5 we celebrated with a Prayer
Brunch and Elder Clarence Warren,
Pastor of Mt. Zion Primitive Baptist
Church was the guest speaker. Our “Men
in Praise” Concert will be held on
Saturday, Sept. 27 at 4:00 p.m.
Anniversary proper will be observed on
Sunday, Sept. 27, at 10:00 a.m. Please
join us and help celebrate 106 years of
lifting the WORD!
Seeking Wisdom from the Almighty
Divine in 2009
Proverbs 3:13, 9:10-11 James 1:5

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official
staff of Deacons and Trustees, and the
entire congregation of St. Mark,
extends to the community at large, its
wishes that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their

lives. St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.

Sept. 19 - Rev W. J. Glover
Memorial/11th Historical Scholarship
Banquet at 5:00 p.m. Location: Carver
Recreation Center in Bartow.
Sept. 20 - Friends and Family Day
during 10:45 a.m. worship service and
concluding with dinner in the fellowship hall after services. Friends and
family of St. Mark invited to join us.

Trinity Presbyterian Church

This Sunday September 6, Trinity
Presbyterian Church, located at 2830
22nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg will
celebrate a holy time of worship. We
corporately come together as we do
every first Sunday as one body to
remember and celebrate what Christ
did for us as we observe Holy
Communion. Pastor Alfonso Woods
will deliver the sermon and lead the
congregation in the celebration of the
Lord’s Supper. Trinity choir under the

direction of Mr. Johnny Mells will offer
songs of praise. Sunday school begins
at 9:30 a.m. and morning worship
begins at 11:00 each Sunday. Bible
study is held each Wednesday evening
at 6:30. The fall study will begin
Wednesday Sept. 16.
Upcoming Events:
The Women’s Organization will
host their annual Women’s Day celebration Sunday September 13 at 11:00
a.m. Special guest speaker for this

occasion is former St. Petersburg City
Council member Sister Renee Flowers.
The
Master
Jeweler:
Theme:
“Discovering God’s Perfect Design”
Women’s Bible Study – Every
Wednesday after the first Sunday –
6:30 – 7:45 p.m. Fall session begins
Wednesday Sept. 9 – Subject “The
Master of The Gemstone” The public is
cordially invited to join us for praise,
worship, prayer and study as we seek to
fulfill God’s will for His church.

Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on Monday of each week.
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MAN CANNOT LIVE BY MEAT ALONE
Surveys of eating habits suggest that men eat more meat and far fewer
fruits and vegetables than women do. Men usually reach for comfort foods
that are warm, hearty and satisfying.
Men should be eating better because a bigger waistline can hurt their
heart health. Is it possible to eat healthy and still get the satisfaction of
“man food”? The answer is yes.

BALANCING ACT

Tex-Mex Chili Pie
CHILI
1
1
1
1
1/2
1/2
1/2

medium green bell pepper,
chopped
1
teaspoon chili powder
1
teaspoon salt-free all-purpose
seasoning blend
TORTILLAS
Cooking spray
6-inch corn tortillas
4
TOPPINGS
1/2 cup shredded fat-free cheddar
cheese
1/4 cup fat-free sour cream
1/2

pound extra-lean ground beef
15.5-ounce can no-salt-added
black beans, rinsed and drained
14.5-ounce can no-salt-added
diced tomatoes, undrained
8-ounce can no-salt-added tomato
sauce
cup water
cup chopped red onion
medium yellow bell pepper,
chopped

In large nonstick skillet, cook beef over mediumhigh heat for 6 to 8 minutes, or until browned, stirring
frequently to turn and break up. Using slotted spoon,
transfer beef to 2- to 3-quart slow cooker. Add
remaining chili ingredients to slow cooker, stirring to
combine. Cook on high for 3 to 4 hours or on low for 7
to 9 hours, or until onions and bell peppers are tender
and flavors have blended.
Meanwhile, preheat oven to 375°F. Lightly spray a
baking sheet with cooking spray.
Using sharp knife, cut each tortilla into 8 triangles.
Place in single layer on baking sheet. Lightly spray tops
with cooking spray.
Bake for 8 to 10 minutes, or until chips are golden
brown and crisp. Transfer baking sheet to cooling rack.

Let chips cool for 15 minutes.
When chili is ready, place 8 tortilla chips with
pointed end up around inside of each rimmed soup
bowl. Ladle chili into bowls. Sprinkle cheddar over chili.
Top each serving with dollop of sour cream.
Nutrition Analysis (per 1.5 cup serving): Calories
371, Total Fat 6.5 g, Saturated Fat 2.5 g, Trans Fat 0.0 g,
Polyunsaturated Fat 1.0 g, Monounsaturated Fat 2.5 g,
Cholesterol 67 mg, Sodium 317 mg, Carbohydrate 40 g,
Fiber 8 g, Sugars 12 g, Protein 39 g
Dietary Exchanges: 2 starch, 2 vegetable, 4 very
lean meat
Recipe copyright © 2008 American Heart
Association. For more information on heart-healthy
grocery shopping, visit heartcheckmark.org.

When it comes to making meat choices, there are two words to
remember: moderation and lean.
Moderation: The American Heart Association recommends eating no
more than six ounces of lean meat or fish each day. A three-ounce cooked
portion of meat is about the size of a deck of cards. Here are some
examples:
—1/2 of a skinless chicken breast or a chicken leg with thigh
—3/4 cup of flaked fish
—Two slices of lean roast beef
Lean: There are 29 cuts of meat that qualify as “lean.” The American
Heart Association has a list of extra-lean meat choices certified to be low in
saturated fat and cholesterol. If you look for the American Heart
Association’s heart-check mark on food packages, you’ll find a growing list
of deli meats, beef, chicken, bison, turkey, pork, seafood and more.

WHAT TO EAT
An overall heart-healthy eating plan is important. The American Heart
Association has simple recommendations:
—Eat a variety of foods from all food groups and choose vegetables,
fruits, whole-grain products and fat-free or low-fat dairy products most
often.
—Eat less junk food, i.e., limit foods and drinks high in calories but low
in nutrients, and limit saturated fat, trans fat, cholesterol and sodium.
—If you drink alcohol, do so in moderation. This means an average of
one to two drinks per day for men.
To find heart-healthy foods in the grocery store, start by making your
grocery list online. Visit heartcheckmark.org to build your list from more
than 800 products ranging from meat and dairy to vegetables and snacks,
all certified by the American Heart Association to be low in saturated fat and
cholesterol. Print your list for future use, or access it from your Webenabled mobile phone or PDA at mylist.heartcheckmark.org.
Men don’t have to feel unsatisfied by eating healthy. Eating well can be
satisfying and delicious, even for a guy.
For more information on eating heart healthy visit americanheart.org.
All materials courtesy of: American Heart Association

